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Sabbatical Guest Preachers 
Hear God’s word through a variety of 
preachers during our Sabbath time: 
July 20 ~ Kai Swanson 
July 27 ~ Jason Mahn 
 

Diapers and Dollars on July 20 
The Gomez triplets will soon be entering 
the world. Let’s help Alicia and Jose pre-
pare by stocking them with plenty of dia-
pers (preemie-size) and dollars. Please bring 
any diaper or monetary contributions to the 
church office by July 20th. We will bless 
the gifts during the July 20th morning ser-
vice. 
 

Cowabunga! 
VBS is rolling along and we are having a 
great time thanks to all your support. Mon-
day we had 49 children, 16 junior counsel-
ors and 25 adults singing, snacking, play-
ing, creating, learning and praying together!  
Thanks again to all of St. John’s for work-
ing and praying so hard to make this minis-
try a success. You are sharing God’s love in 
a very special way.  ~With joy and thanks-
giving, Nancy 
 

East End Fair 
This is a special appeal for bottles of pop 
needed for the Ring Toss game at the East 
End Neighborhood Fair, to be held on Sep-

tember 6. We need at least 150 bottles of 
assorted sizes—20-ounce, 1-liter, or 2-
liters—of any kind of pop. Last yeare we 
spent $80.00 for pop for that game. So we 
are asking you to help cut that cost by do-
nating bottles of pop for that game. Bring it 
to the parish hall and place it in the desig-
nated spot. We will be asking for your help 
in other ways (including cans of pop) at a 
later date, but we thought you might want to 
take advantage of sales going on. 
 

Food For Thought 
The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson 
is the book being discussed at the next Food 
For Thought. It's about the World's Fair in 
Chicago. Although it is a non-fiction, peo-
ple say the author has the heart of a novel-
ist. Our discussion of this book will be on 
Saturday, July 26 at 6:00pm. So the people 
bringing the food know how many to plan 
on, please let the office know by noon on 
Friday, July 25 if you will be attending. 
 

Meal Site—Help Needed 
St. John's will be hosting the meal at the 
Salvation Army Meal Site at 6th and Harri-
son Sts. in Davenport on July 31st at 6 p.m.  
We need volunteers to help serve.  Please 
call the office or Clara at 794-0429 if you 
are willing to help.  It takes less than an 
hour and the people are very appreciative of 

(Continued on page 6) 

Readings for July 20, 2008 Readings for July 27, 2008 

Genesis 28:10–19a  
Psalm 139:1–12, 23–24  
Romans 8:12–25 
Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 

1 Kings 3:5-12 
Psalm 119:129-136 
Romans 8:26–39 
Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52 
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Address Update 

Dear Pastor Stacie and members of St. John’s~ 
Thank you so much for hosting my ordination service. It was a wonderful day and I ap-
preciated so much the help I received in planning the service. Many thanks to those who 
worked so hard before and after the reception as well as to those who participated in 
the service. A special thanks to Pastor Stacie for stepping outside the sabbatical for a 
moment and for her help with the rehearsal! 
 
The stoles are so beautiful (thank you, Vicky and Leanne!). I will treasure them always 
and think of you each time I wear them. 
 
St. John’s is such a welcoming place. I look forward to seeing you all again when I visit 
home and think of it as home, too. 
 
Thank you, thank you, for sharing in my journey, supporting and encouraging me, too! 
God Bless you 
 
With Christ’s love and joy, 
Laurie 

Dear Members of St. John’s~ 
We would like to express our gratitude for the lovely “Bon Voyage” party given for us 
and the Sieglaffs.  St. John’s is a very special place and we will miss it very much. It has 
been a wonderful part of our lives these past years! 
Sincerely, 
The Greer Family 

Dean, Kristin,         Ashley, Kara, 
Sander, Jonas and Charles Sieglaff   Maya, Tyra and Ella Greer 
6320 L Street         304 Jay Street 
Lincoln NE 68510        Savoy, IL 61874 
sieglaffs@gmail.com       217-355-1377 
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S a b b a t i c a l  U p d a t e  

As our sabbatical time is nearing it's end some questions may arise—Where has the time 
gone?  What have we learned during this time of sabbath?  What kind of impact has this 
sabbatical had on the St. John's congregation?  How will we continue to practice new 
ways of keeping sabbath?  The list goes on and your list will surely be different than 
mine. 
 
I encourage you to continue to reflect upon this sabbatical experience.  Upon her return, 
Pastor Stacie will be looking forward to learning what we have gleaned from this time of 
rest.  Pastor's first Sunday with us, following her sabbatical and sick leave, will be August 
31.  As a means of sharing with her a bit of our experience, you are all invited to partici-
pate in that day's sermon.  Rather than having one speaker that day, we look forward to 
having a small number of you share your own thoughts on sabbath, what it has come to 
mean in your life and what it has to offer the life of the St. John's congregation.  As you 
reflect upon such thoughts, you're invited to write them down and share them with Pastor 
Laura or Don Erikson.  We'll look forward to planning this portion of the worship service 
with those of you who are interested in sharing.   
 
God's peace, 
 
Pastor Laura 

What will August at St. John's look like? 
 
As you may recall, the council approved four weeks of sick time to be added to Pastor 
Stacie's sabbatical.  Pastor will therefore return to St. John's on Sunday, August 31.  
During the month of August, the church will operate much like it does when Pastor is 
on vacation.  We will have guest preachers on Sundays and other local Lutheran pastors 
will be available for emergency situations.  However, as when Pastor Stacie is on vaca-
tion, there will not be a pastor in the office during the month of August.  Mary Brodd 
will be in the office during the week and committees will function as usual.  We will 
look forward to Pastor Stacie's return at the end of the summer. 
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Large-print bulletins and newsletters are available—contact the 
church office to reserve one! 

Here is the quotation from Frederick Buechner that was at the center of Pastor Robert 
Bowlin’s sermon on Sunday, July 13th: 
 
There is no event so commonplace but that God is present within it, always hiddenly, al-
ways leaving you room to recognize him or not to recognize him, but all the more fasci-
natingly because of that, all the more compellingly and hauntingly. . . . If I were called 
upon to state in a few words the essence of everything I was trying to say both as a novel-
ist and as a preacher, it would be something like this: Listen to your life. See it for the 
fathomless mystery that it is. In the boredom and pain of it no less than in the excitement 
and gladness: touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and hidden heart of it because in 
the last analysis all moments are key moments, and life itself is grace. 
 
This passage (actually two passages conjoined) is from Now and Then, Harper and Row, 1983, as 
reprinted in Listening to Your Life: Daily Meditations with Frederick Buechner. ed. George Con-
nor, HarperCollins, 1992, where it is the reading for January 1st. 
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Please join the 2008 St. John's Relay for Life Team. The relay is August 
1-2 at Black Hawk College, Moline. We would like to have a team of 15 
people to have fun while raising money and awareness to fight cancer. 
Many walk as survivors. Others walk to honor or remember a friend or 
relative. Each team member collects $100 or more in donations prior to 
the relay. 

  
Join the fun! To join the team or donate, please contact Elaine Ryerson at eryer-
son@qconline.com or 309-496-9224. 
  
The event goes through the night, but most of us just spend Friday evening at the field. 
You can come and walk/run for an hour, then leave, or stay as long as you want. It's really 
informal and fun. The luminary ceremony at dark is very impressive. 

our service.  Maybe you are unable to serve 
that evening but would like to help. Con-
sider a donation to the soup kitchen fund to 
help defray  the cost of the food we pur-
chase  from Augustana.  Remember Jesus 
words, “I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat.” 
 

Winnie’s Place Needs 
Winnie’s Place, the Churches United 
women’s shelter, currently needs the fol-
lowing items: egg noodles, brown sugar, 
mayo, salad dressing (ranch), BBQ sauce, 
canned fruit (peaches, pears, crushed pine-
apple), fruit juice, sugar, coffee, tea, alumi-
num foil, plastic wrap, cooking oil, quart 
and gallon plastic baggies, garbage bags 
(13– and 30-gallon sizes), Illinois bus tick-
ets, Iowa bus tokens, milk, eggs, ham-
burger, cheese (block, shredded or sliced), 

butter, size 3/4/5 diapers, fresh fruit and 
vegetables. Summer pajamas for women are 
also needed. Gift certificates from HyVee 
and Wal-mart are always welcome as well. 
Please call 764-9466 if you have any ques-
tions. 
 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter 
It takes much effort just to make ends meet 
in our world today. Do you wish you could 
talk about something besides all the stresses 
in your life? A Lutheran Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend gives you the time and tools to 
revitalize romance, deepen communication, 
and nourish the spirituality in your mar-
riage. The next weekend date is October 3-
5, 2008, in Bloomington, IL.  Registration 
deadline is September 2. Contact Dan and 
Charlotte Ricks at 309-682-7273 for more 
information. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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School Kits 
St. John’s will once again be collecting school supplies for Lutheran World Relief’s 
School Kit program. Many items are on sale now in local stores. Needed items are: 

• Padded or spiral notebooks of ruled paper approximately 8-1/2" X 11" totaling 150-
200 sheets; do not include loose-leaf paper (If using 70-count notebooks, include 
three notebooks if you have enough; otherwise, include two) 

• One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well; Fiskars 
preferred) 

• One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the 
other 

• One pencil sharpener (only a few of these are needed) 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons (Crayola preferred because of concerns with lead) 

• One sturdy cloth bag approximately 12" X 14" with cloth handles (see pattern below; 
please call the church office if you are able to make bags) 

 

(Pencils, sharpeners and construction paper are not needed as an abundant supply is al-
ready on hand.) 

 

Kit supplies  may be left in the church office. 

Next Council Meeting ~ Monday, July 28th, at 6:30 p.m. 

Triplets CarePage 
The Gomez family has created a personalized Web page called a Baby CarePage to 
celebrate their new addition and would like you to view it! Please visit their CarePage 
to get all the latest news about the babies and leave messages of support.  
1.    Go to www.carepages.com 
2.    Click “Visit” 
3.    Register (first-time users only) 
4.    After you've signed in or registered, enter the exact CarePage name below:  

aliciagomez6 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

TEMP CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

This is a bi-monthly newsletter published by St. John’s Lutheran Church for its 

members and friends. 

Join Us For Worship 
Bring a friend or neighbor.  Everyone is welcome! 

Sunday, July 20 
 9:30 a.m. ~ Service of the Word 

Sunday, July 27 
 9:30 a.m. ~ Holy Communion 

 
tel: 309 786 6333 ~ fax: 309 786 8478 ~ office@stjohnsri.org ~ www.stjohnsri.org 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. 

 


